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I derable a Figure in the learned World, 


PREFACE 


HE Reverend Divine, whoſe 
Deceaſe gave occaſion to this 
Diſcourſe, was a Perſon of ſuch Ac» 
compliſbments, and bad made ſo conſi- 


that an Account of his Life and Cha- 
rafter might reaſonably be expected by 


| the Publick, as 4 Piece of Juſtice to 


Ly 
Re ——ͤ —»· 
7” _—_ * 


bis Memory. This Expectation, I 
imagined, would before this Time have 
len fully anſwered by ſome abler Hand. 
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But as nothing of that Kind hath, nor 
(as far as I can learn upon Inquiry) | 
is likely to appear; the ſame Reaſons 
which at firſt induced me to preach, 
have now prevailed on me to print the | 
following Diſcourſe. 


A 


; Funeral SERMON 
On che late Reverend | 
= ym 


Righteous art thou, O Lord, when I plead with 
thee ; yet let me yl with thee of thy Fudze- 


' meats, 


| Bs N E 8 Affliction with 
| which God faw fit, for ſo long a Time, 
to exerciſe that faithful — of his, 


whom we now lament, conducted my 
Thoughts to the Words which I haye read, as 


J the moſt ſuitable Argument for. a e on 
his Funeral. 


Tue Senſe of the Text may eaſily be reſolved 
Into cheſe two plain Propolitions : | 


I, Tua r 
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1. Tram there is ſomething in the Conduct of 
Providence, which, at the firſt View, ap- 
pears perplexing even unto good Men. 


II. AD that however Perſons of ſuch a Cha- 
racter may permit themſelves to reaſon on 
the Ways of God, they are brought at laſt 


truly to conclude, that all bis Doings are | 
Righteous, though they do not always per- 
ceive the Grounds. of the Divine Conduct. 


1 willing to ſay ſomething on both theſe 


Heads; which yet I ſhall endeavour to contract 


as far as I am able, that I may neither treſpaſs | 


upon your Patience, nor be injurious to the Me- 
mory of an able Miniſter of Chriſt, whoſe Praiſe 
is in the Goſpel throughout the Churches, I be- 


gin with the 


1ſt Obſervation, TUERE is ſomething in the 


Conduct of Providence, which, on a ſudden View, 
appears perplexing even to good Men: Some- 


thing, which Men of real Piety and Virtue are, | 
in their firſt Thoughts, apt to conſider as not 


fo well confiſtent with the Wiſdom, Goodneſs, 
and Equity 
atheiſtical Men ſhould freely cenſure the Conduct 
of Things, is not at all ſtrange. They have 
nothing to reſtrain them from. Impiety, no Love 
of Truth, no Fear of God, nor any Knowledge 
of his Ways. Pſ. xcii. 5, 6. O Lord, how great 
are thy Works; and thy Thoughts are very deep, 
A brutiſh Man'knoweth not, neither doth. a Fool 


underſtand this But that virtuous and good Men, 
RE 8 whoſe 


of Heaven. That wicked and 


Von: 
beir ( 
end fo 
dren d 
fejcice 
Days | 
Grave 


4, fo: 
What | 


of PROVIDENCE 3 
. AE ESE 


whoſe Minds. are poſſeſſed with a Reverence for 
the Deity, who from that Love which they bear 
towards him, are prejudiced (if I may be allow'd 
the Expreſſion) on the fide of Providence, and 
who are wont to ſtudy the Ways of God, and 
a- conſider wiſcly of his Doings ; that ſuch Men, I 
on y, ſhould at any time be tempted to queſtion 
a Fl th: Divine Conduct, is ſomething ſurprizing. 
5e And yet, if we conſult the holy Scriptures, we 
r. WF hall find this was. ſometimes the Caſe of even in- 
t. WM fired Perſons ; and upon no Occaſion more com- 

non than that ſuggeſted by the Prophet imme- 
eſe ¶ tiately after my Text; the obſerving the Pro- 
att perity of the Wicked, and the contrary Condi- 
als WW tion of many righteous Perſons in the preſent 
le. Sate; ver. 2— 4. Wherefore doth the Way of the 
ile ¶ Victed proſper ® Wherefore are all they bappy that 
be- ¶ dal treacheroufly ?— How long ſhall the Land mourn, 

ad the Herbs o every Field wither, for the Wickedneſs 

ff them that dwell therein? Expoſtulations of the 
the WF like Nature we. meet with in many other Parts 
W. WW of Scripture. Thus in the Book of Job z I bere- 
ne- ¶ fore do the Wicked live, become old, and mighty in 
re, ¶ Power? Their Seed is eſtabliſhed in their Sight with 
not. em, and their Off-ſpring before their Eyes. Their 
ſs, I Houſes are ſaſe from Fear; neither is the Rod of God 
nd non them, Their Bull gendretb, and faileth not: 
uct ¶ their Coro calvetb, and caſteth not ber Calf. They 
ve nd forth their little ones like a Flock, and their Chil- 
we «ren dance. They take the Timbrel and Harp, and 
age Nice at the Sound of the Organ. They ſpend their 
"ea! ¶ Days in Wealth, and in a Moment go down to the 
ep, Grave. Therefore they ſay unto God, Depart from 
Fool Ys, for we deſire not the Knowledge of thy Ways. 
= Voat is the Almighty, that we ſhould ſerve him ou 
Ole woat 


E uA! r I. 


| 
1 
1 


4 The RECTITU D RE 
P ·A . 
that Profit buve we, if wt pray anto bim Chap. 
xxi. And the Pſalmiſt, O Lord God, * 
to whom Vengeance belongeth : O God, to whom Ven: 
gearce belongeth, ſhew thy elf; lift up thy felf\, tho 
* of the Earth render a Reward to the Proui. 
ord, how long fhall the Wicked, how long ſhall the 
Wicked triumph; bow long fhall they utter and ſpeat 
falſe Things, and all the Workers of Iniquity boaft 
rhemfelves ? They break in pieces thy People, O Lard, 
and aſſtict thine Hetitage. They flay the Widow ani 
the Stranger; and they murder the Fatherleſs : Ya 
they ſay, The Lord ſhall not fee, neither ſball the 
God of Jacob regard it, Pf. xciv. 1=—7, We 
find the Prophet Habakkuk complaining in the fame 
manner: O Lord, bow long ſhall cry unto thee, and 
thou wilt not hear ? even cry out unto thee of Violence, 
and thou wilt not fave? Why doſt thou ſhew me Iniquity, 
and cauſe me to bebold Grievance ? For Spoiling and 
Violence are before me, and there are that raiſe u) 
Strife and Contemiun. Therefore the Law is flacked, 
and Fudgement doth never go forth. For the Witktl 
doth compaſs about the Righteous, therefore won 
Fudgement procecdetb. Chap. i. 2—4. Theſe are 
the Reprefentations, not of the notoriouſly wicked, 
and profane, nor of the hypocritical Pretenders tt 
Religion; but they are the Expoſtulations of hoh 
Men, who were employ'd by Almighty God : 
Inſtruments of conveying his Will zo Mankint 
Not that this was the ſettled Judgement of thek 
Authors, that God really had no more Regard t 
the Righteous than to the Wicked. It was on 
the Thought that firſt prefented upon confiderin 
the flouriſhing Condition of the Wicked, and th 
Troubles of tte Virtuous. Upon a more thoroug 
View of Things they came to another Conclufict 
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as I ſhall have Occaſton to ſhew under the next 
Head, In the mean time it may be proper to 
inquire a little, whence it ſhould happen, that there 
ſhould be any thing in the Divine Proceedings 
that ſhould give Occaſion to good Men fo much 
as to ſuſpect the Equity of them. 


IT cannot be, that there is really any thing wron 
in the Conduct of Infinite Wiſdom, Neither ſhoul 
I imagine that it could be any Pleaſure to the 
Deity to puzzle the Ignorance of Mankind. With- 
out any Suppoſition injurious to the Almighty, 
this Appearance may be accounted for b 4 Cd 
currence of the following Cauſes : The Depth of 
the Divine Judgements : —T he Shallowneſs of hu- 
man Underſtanding :--And the Proneneſs even of 
the beſt of Men, to make too precipitate a Judge- 


ment on Things. 


The Fudgements of God are a great Deep; his 
Righteouſneſs is like the great Mountains ; bis Mercy 
isin the Heavens , and his Faithfulneſs reacheth unto 
the Clouds. (PL. xxxvi. 5, 6.) The Divine Coun- 
ſels are all formed on the moſt perfect View of 
the Univerſe, and have a Reſpect to all the infi- 
nitely eomplicated Relations of Things, and the 
remoteſt Conſequences of Actions. No Wonder 
then if God's Thoughts are not as our Thoughts, 
nor his Ways as our Ways, For as the Heavens 
are higher than the Earth, fo are bis Ways higher 
than our Ways, and bis Thoughts than our Thoughts. 
(If. lv. 8, 9.) Now that which is far off, aud 
exceeding deep, who can find out? (Eccleſ. vii. 24) 
Canſt thou by fearching find out God? Canſt 725 

ä n 


6 The RECTITUDE 

ccc TTT 
find out the Almighty to Perfection? It is as high as 
Heaven, what canſt thou do ? deeper than Hell, what 
canſt thou know * The Meaſure thereof is longer than 
the Rarib, and broader than the Sea. (Job xi. 7p—9.) 
As the Underſtanding of God is Infinite, it is im- 
poſſible that it ſhould be comprehended by any 
Thing leſs than itſelf. How vain is it then for 
human Minds to aſpire after it. The moſt per- 
fect created Underſtanding could not attain a 
Knowledge adequate to Infinity. Whatever ſees 
not infinitely, can ſee nothing perfectly. But how 
imperfe& is human Underſtanding ! We ſee no- 
thing bur the Surface of Things, and even that 
not very diſtinctly. After all the Improvements 


that have been advancing for near ſix thouſand 


Years, within how narrow Bounds are the Limits 
of human Knowledge ſtil] confined? We know 
little concerning our ſelves, the Nature of both 
Parts of our Conſtitution, and the Manner of their 
Union, We know leſs of the World about us; 
and when we would undertake to form a Judge- 
ment of the Actions of our Fellow-Creatures, how 
commonly do we find our ſelves miſtaken, and 
are forced to confeſs our Ignorance in that com- 
mon Form of Admiration, Who could have 
thought it? If we know ſo little of earthly Things, 
how ſhould we underſtand the more diſtant Things 
of Heaven? As thou knoweſt not what is the way 
of the Spirit, nor how the Bones do grow in the Womb 
of ber that is with Child, even ſo thou knoweſt not the 
Works of God who maketh all. (Eccleſ. xi. 5.) Now 
from the Depth of divine Knowledge, and the 
Greatneſs of human Ignorance, it neceſſarily fol- 


Jows, that many Steps of Providence mult ta - 
Sight 
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Sight appear wich great Diſadvantage. - We can 
ſee but a Part, and therefore are incapable of judg- 
ing upon the whole. * 2 


 HowzveR, this would be attended with little 
Inconvenience, if, where we knew we had not all 
before us, we could prevail with our ſelves to ſuſ- 
pend Judgement, and be contentedly ignorant. 
But vain Man would be wiſe, though be be born like 
a wild Aſs's Colt. (Job xi. 12.) And it is this 
Deſire of Knowledge that leads us aſtray. We 
would know too ſoon, and for that Reaſon we 
do not know at all. Undoubtedly the Deſire. of 
Knowledge is not only a lawful, but laudable Paſ- 
ſion. But even that, when it is not kept within 
proper Regulations, like the reſt of the Paſſions 
negligently governed, it fruſtrates our great 
End by too violent a Purſuit of it. We might 
diſcover more Truth, if we had the Patience to 
purſue it a little more leiſurely : At leaſt we ſhould 
be more ſecure from wrong Judgement, if we were 
leſs haſty to pronounce. And indeed, the wrong 
Appearances of Things would lead us into very 
tew Errors, if we were not too forward to con- 
clude, that Things are in themſelves always ſuch 
as they appear to us; Which is too great a Pre- 
ſumption for ſuch ſhort- ſighted Creatures as we 
are. | 


Ir would be more modeſt, and a great deal 
nearer the Truth, to ſuppoſe, © that for want of 
beholding Things at the proper Point of View, 
and our not being able to ſee through the whole 
Compaſs of the Deſign, that which to us appears 
irregular and confuſed, may really be moſt beau- 

tiful 
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uſul and orderly. But Men are too apt to mag - 


niſy their 6wn Abilities, and too back ward to ac- 
knowledge their Ignorance : and as che beſt gf 
- Men are not entirely exempt from this Weakneſs, 
the Precipitancy of their Judgement does fome- 
times occaſion their arraigning the Conduct of 
Providence from a partial View of the Caſe. But 
though good Men may for a Time be ſtumbled 
upon this Account, they cannor be box gg 40 
ſettle in an Opinion diſhonqurable to the Deity, 
Which leads us to the Were wi 


* 


24. Obſervation : Tu Ar however Perfons of 


ſueh a Character may permit themſelves to reaſon 
em the Ways of God, they are brought at -laſt 
truly to conclude, that he 15 Righteous in all bis 

Doings. The fare Perſons, whoſe Complaints 
upon this Head I have related, have, on 4 more 
perfect View of Things, profeſſed themſelves ſatiſ- 
fied with the Equity of the Divine Conduct, and 
thereby diſcovered that they had judged too haſtily 
concerning the Proſperity of the Wicked, or the 
Afflictions of the Righteous, How oft (ſays Fob) is 
the Camlle of the icted put out, and bow oft. cometh 
heir Deftruttion upon them ? God diſ ributeth Sor- 
rows in his Anger. They are -as Stubble before-the 
Wint, and as Chaff that the Storm carriatb aguay. 
God layeth up his Iniquity for his Children. He 
1 AE him, and he ſhall know it. His Eyes ſhall 
fee bis Deſtruction, and he ſhall drink of the ' Wrath 
of the Almighty. For hat Pleaſure hath hein hit 
Houſe after bim, toben the Number of his Months-1s 
ert off inthe nidſt? (Job xxvi. 17 —21,) The 
Pſalmiſt, who had acknowledged his Feet avere al- 
moſt gone, and his Steps bad well -nigh flipped, = 
| eeing 
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Feing tbe Proſperity of the Wicked. be was envious 
be Fooliſh, acknowledges that upon going into 
he Sanctuary of God, he was convinced of bis Miſ> 
ate, and ſaw the End of the Wicked, Surely, ſays 
be, thou didſt ſet them in ſlippery Places. Thou 
aſteſt them down into Deſtruttion. How are they 
Y ought into Deſolation as in a Moment! They are 
"YI utterly conſumed with Terror. And therefore the 
FJ Concluſion in which he reſts is this; Truly God is 
god to Iſrael, even to ſuch as are of à clean Heart. 
f. Ixxiii. 1, 17, 18, 19.) To the fame Purpoſe 
he diſcourſeth elſewhere : The Wicked watcheth the 
Jl Righteous, and ſeeketh to flay him. The Lord will 
v leave bim in bis Hand, nor condemn bim when 
Ie is judged. Wait on the Lord, and keep bis Way, 
end he ſhall exalt thee to inherit the Land; when 
the Wicked. are cut off,, thou ſhalt ſee it. I have ſeen 
e Wicked in great Power, and ſpreading himſelf like 
agreen Bay-tree. Yet he paſſed away, and lo be was 
wt; yea, 1 ſought him, but he could not be found. 
Mark the perfect Man, and behold the Upright z, for 
the End of that Man is Peace. But the Tranſereſſors 
ſoall be deſtroyed together ; the End of the Wicked 
Vall be cut off, (P1. xxxvii. 32— 38.) And not- 
vithſtanding the Expoſtulations which were quo- 
ted from the Prophet Habakkuk, ſuch was, upon 
the whole, his Confidence in the Divine Wiſdom 
ud Goodneſs, that he ſcruples not to ſay, Altbe? 
e Fig-tree ſhall not bloſſom, neither ſhall Fruit be in 
Yb Vines, the Labour of the Olives ſhall fail, and 
the Fields ſhall yield no Meat; the Flock ſhall be cut 
if from the Fold, and there ſhall be no Herd in the 
Stalls : yet Iwill rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in ths 
"IJ God of my Salvation. And indeed, a Perſuaſion of 
dhe Moral Perfections of God, his Righteouſneſs, 
[ ST Goodneſs, 
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Goodneſs, and Veracity, is abſoſutely éſſential to Inf 
Religion. Nor can there be any ſuch Thing as ſees 
Piety, properly ſo called, where ſuch Sentiments Dit 
of G are wanting. Almighty P OWeTr, Con- ACC 
ducted arbitrarily and unmercifully, would create ing 
unavoidably a continual Dread of it in human pie 
Minds. But this would not. be the Fear of a God, I Th 
nor could it anſwer any Purpoſes of Religion. Be- all | 
cauſe on this Suppoſition, Obedience could be no FF elty 
Security; nor would it be poffible to know by ture 
what Means ſuch a kind of Deity could be pleaſed; Beir 
or to be certain, that what recommended us to dep 
his Favour this Day, would not have a contrary All. 
Effect the very next. — is founded on the We 
Belief of a Being, infinitely knowing, juſt and wou 
good; and who can no more be otherwiſe, than nite 
he can ceaſe to be. With the Belief of ſuch a We 
Being, all the Duties of Piety become reaſona - pell 
ble. We pray to him for what we want, becauſe exif 
we know he is able and ready to help us. We Þ (en 
thank him for what we enjoy, becauſe we are Hax 
perſuaded it has proceeded from his Benevolence, ¶ ſelf 
as much as from his Power. And we acknow- 
ledge our Faults, becauſe we believe him propi- 1 
tious, flow to Anger, and eaſy to pardon the poin 
Penitent. Nothing therefore can tend more to eing 
confirm us in Religion, than the ſtrengthening theſe ¶ dom 
Sentiments of the Deity. Let us then enquire a of G 
little what Reaſon we have to believe of God in ¶ any 
this manner. There is, in the Nature of Things, the 
a Difference between Actions. Some are fit, Lore 
others unfit; ſome right, others wrong; ſome | upon 
Juſt, others urjuſt, There is alſo a Difference be- ¶ have 
tween Pleaſure and Pain, Happineſs and Miſery. Effec 
The one is in itſelf good, the other : 3 mon 
G Infinite 
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Infinite Underſtanding, as is that of God, which 
ſees all Things as they are, muſt perceive this 
Difference: And if he perceives it, he muſt act 
according to it, by doing Right, and forbear- 
ing Wrong. He cannot unneceſſarily with-hold 
Pleaſure, or cauſe Miſery to-any of his Creatures. 
This may farther be confirmed, by ſhewing that 
all the poſſible Cauſes of Unrighteouſneſs or Cru- 
elty, can have no Place in the Deity. A Crea- 
ture may do ill ignorantly: But an All-knowing 
Being cannot be ignorant, A Creature may be 
depraved by a Defect in his Conſtitution 3 but an 
All- perfect Being can have no Depravity of Will. 
We may be hinder'd from doing the Good we 
would by the Bounds of our Power : But Infi- 
nite Power can have- no Bounds. In a Word, 
We, through Envy or Malice, may deprive our 
Fellow-Creatures of their Happineſs 3 but a Self- 
exiſtent Being, who as ſuch muſt be Self-ſuffi- 
cient, can envy no Creature that Meaſure of 
Happineſs he imparted to it, and which he him- 


felf could not loſe by beſtowing upon others. 


THERE 1s another Method of eſtabliſhing this 
Point, which to ſome may appear more convin- 
cing, namely, from the general Marks of Wiſ- 
dom, Goodneſs, and Rectitude in all the Works 
of God, It is notorious to every one, that makes 
any Obſervation on the Works of Nature, that 
the whole Earth is full of the Goodneſs: of the 
Lord: That all Things are contrived for the beſt 
upon the whole; and that thoſe Things which 
have a contrary Appearance, are the unuſual 
Effects of. a general Rule eſtabliſhed for the com- 
mon Good. We ſee 1 78 to convince — 
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that ſo much Deſign, ſo many admirable Pro- 
ductions, ſuch curious Mechaniſm, ſo happy a 
Mixture of Uniformity and Variety, could not 
be the Effect of Chance or dark Neceſſity. And 
where, in the main, we obſerve ſo many Inſtances 


of Wiſdom and Goodneſs, it is but Juſtice to 
believe, that there is the like Work manſhip in 


all; and that thoſe Parts which to us appear in 
another View, if rightly conſidered, would be 
found all of a Piece. The like may be ſaid con- 
cerning the Works of Providence. Every Man 


may perceive that the Lord is gracious, having 


taſted daily of his Bounty. He ſees numberleſs 


Occaſions in the Courſe of his Life, to admire ? 


the Goodneſs of God in ſecuring him from Dan- 
gers to which he was expoſed, and in making 
thoſe Things, which at firſt had a more diſmal 
Aſpect, turn to his Advantage. And from hence 
we ſhould be taught to reaſon, as in the former 


Caſe, that where there has been ſo much of Kind- 


neſs and good Will in repeated Inſtances, what 
has another Appearance cannot proceed from want 


of Love. For if God had not really an Affection 


for his Creatures, why did he make them to ſuch 
Advantage? Why does he with a liberal Hand 
hourly ſhower down Bleſſings upon their Heads, 
and crown their Years with his Loving-kindnelſs! 
Malice would be uniformly cruel, It the Deity 
had an Inclination to act invidiouſly, he could 
not want the Power of making us compleatly 
miſerable, Thus far our Reaſoning on the Na- 
ture and Perfections of God, his Works of Crea- 
tion and Providence, would help to confirm us 
in the Belief of his perfect Goodneſs and Juſtice, 
And though to one who acknowledges _— 
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of Revelation it will have no Weight, yet thoſe, 
who underſtand the Loving-kindneſs of the 
Lord, and have obſerved the Propriety and 
Beauty of the various Diſpenſations of Providence 
recorded in Scripture, will ſee Reaſon to cry out 
with the great Apoſtle of the Gentiles, O the Depth 
of the Riches both of the Wiſdom and Knowledge of 
God ! how unſearchable are his Fudgments, and his 
Ways paſt finding out! (Rom. xi. 33.) 


HIrTRHENTO we have only in general endea- 
voured to maintain the Equity of the Divine 
Conduct. It will be proper to ſay ſomething con- 
cerning that particular Difficulty above-mentioned, 
the Proſperity of the Wicked; and the Aflictions of 
the Righteous. And here I would defire you to 
obſerve the following Things; That we cannot 
always know what 1s really proſperous or adverſe 
that we can with little more Certainty pro- 
nounce who are the Righreous, and who are the 
Wicked — that in the natural Courſe of Things, 
Virtue certainly has a Tendency to promote Hap- 
pineſs, and Vice tends to make Men miſerable 
—-and that however the natural Courſe of Things 
may be interrupted in Time, this will certainly 
be the Conſequence in Eternity, | 


1. Wx cannot always know what is really pro- 
ſperous or adverſe. That may to us look like 
an Advantage which is the greateſt Unhappineſs. 
There have been many Inſtances in which Riches 
have been kept for the Owners of them to their 
Hurt; and it has evidently been ſeen, that Men, 
who were before in a very delirable State, by 
taving a Flow of Riches upon them, have been 
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intoxicated with the Change of Life, and at laſt 
brought themſelves far below what they were at 


their firſt ſetting out: And yet notwithſtanding 


we will call thoſe fortunate Perſons, when their 


Proſperity has been the very Thing that deſtroy'd 
them. The like may be ſaid of Adveriity. 
Joſeph, no doubt, thought it hard to be carried 


from his Father*s Houſe, and fold by his own © 
Brethren for a Slave into a diſtant Country. His 
Hopes, it is likely, were a little raiſed on his 


finding ſo much Favour in the Sight of his Maſter. 


But what Apprehenſions muſt he have to find him- 
felf reduced to a Priſon? And how greatly muſt : 
he have been ſhocked, to conſider that his Virtue © 


Had brought him thither ? Had he hearkened to 


the Sollicitations of his Miſtreſs, he would pro- | 


bably have maintained his former State ; his Crime 


might have been concealed, and his Maſter truſted } 
him as before. But he feared God; and while 


he endeavoured to preſerve. his Fidelity to his 


Lord, under a falſe Accuſation was caſt into Pri- 


ſon, and ſuffered for the Offence which had he 


committed, he might have eſcaped with Impu- 5 
nity: For a long Time, it is probable, he was 


not a little perplexed at this. But at laſt the whole 


Myſtery was unfolded ; his Priſon raiſed him to 


a Court, and very near the Throne : and by his 


Station in Egypt, he became capable of ſupport- | 
ing his Father and his Brethren under a Famine. | 


Again, 


2. We cannot always with Certainty ſay, who | 
are righteous, and who are wicked. Actions that 
are notorious we may ſee: but the Principles of | 


Actions are for the moſt part out of our 11 
an 


will f 
and t. 
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and yet it is from theſe chiefly that the Characters 

of Mankind are to be taken. A great deal of 
Good may be done by thoſe who had at the fame 
Time no good End in doing it ; and many evil 
Actions may be committed, from a Defect of 
Underſtanding more than a Depravity of Will. 
We know the Evil that is done; but we do not 
know the Circumſtances under which the Authors 
of it were, nor the Temptations by which they 
were wrought upon; and yet theſe muſt be taken 
in to form a Judgment of the Proportion of the 
Guilt. Let me add, that there are many Vices 
which fall not under human Obſervation z many 
ſecret Sins which may be concealed under the 
Profeſſion of Religion; and many good Actions 
which may be performed more privately : upon 
which Account it is impoſſible for us to lay infal- 
libly, this is a virtuous Man, that is a Sinner. 
Not to mention that the Failings of the beſt of 
Men may juſtly expoſe them to ſome temporal 
Penalties, and the preſent Proſperity of wicked 
Men may be ſome kind of Retribution for that 
ſmall Mixture of Good which may be found even 
in the very worſt, Farther, | 


3. In the natural Courſe of Things, Virtue cer- 
tainly tends to promote Happineſs, and Vice has 
a Tendency to Miſery. Piety naturally tends to 
give a Calm and Compoſure to the Mind, by 
aſſuring it of the Divine Favour and Protection. 
Honeſty and Benevolence are calculated to pro- 
mote and forward a Man in Buſineſs, to gain him 
Credit and Friends, Temperance and Chaſtiry 
vill ſerve to preſerve the Conſtitution of the Body, 
and the Vigour of the Faculties of the Soul. Vice, 

On 
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on the contrary, tends to Miſery. Impiety and 


Profaneneſs expoſe Men to the ſevere Laſhes of 
a guilty Conſcience, and the Horrors of Divine 


Wrath. Knavery and Falſchood give an incu- 
rable Wound to the Reputation. Malice and 


Revenge are the ready Way to ſet all the World 
againſt us. And Intemperance is as likely a Courſe ! 
as a Man can take to bring himſelf to a Priſon or 
a Grave. Theſe are the Rewards naturally re- 
commending V irtue, and diſcouraging from Vice. 
And as they are the Effects of that Conſtitution 

of Things which the Creator firſt wiſely ſettled, 


ſo are they to be conſidered as Declarations of his 


approving the one, and condemning the other. 


For whatever we attribute to Nature in vulgar 


Language, is really to be aſcribed to the God of 3 


Nature. Nature itſelf is but a Name. 


Laſily, HoweveR the natural Courſe of Things 


may be interrupted in Time, in Eternity they 2 


will certainly produce their proper Effects, the 
Virtuous ſhall be finally happy, and the Vicious 
finally miſerable. And this Conſideration per- 
fectly removes the Difficulty. The good Man, 
in the preſent Time, enjoys as much Happineſs 
as the general Courſe of Things (which upon the 
whole is the beſt) will allow, and is always hap- 
Pier than any vicious Man in the ſame Circum- 
ſtances: But whatever. is wanting to make his 
Happineſs compleat, Eternity ſhall amply ſup- 
ply, The Sinner, even here, is, by his Vices, ex- 
poſed to Miſery, and (excepting the Caſe of Per- 
ſecution) is liable to the ſame external Accidents 
with the Righteous, and to many more, by reaſon 
of his Vices. But if by the Means of a iron 
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d Natural Conſtitution, a plentiful hereditary Eſtate, 


df or uncommon Accidents, he has in ſome meaſure 
ie eſcaped the Vengeance due to him in this World, 


. Fic ſhall receive it in full Proportion hereafter. 
d L. not therefore thine Heart envy Sinners : but be 
d bon in the Fear of the Lord all the Day long. For 
le ¶ iirely there is an End, and thine Expectation ſhall 
dr | 


be cut off. Prov. xxiii. 17, 18. 


Tnus I have conſidered both the Propoſitions 
JH the Text. From the whole we may draw two 
Concluſions. | 


r. (:) That we ought not to think hardly of our 
ar "Yves, or others, on the Account of the Afflictions 
chich happen to us in Life. For if Affliction 
may be a Means of procuring the greateſt Ad- 
Y'antages for us; if it has often been the Lot of 
ne moſt pious Perſons, we ſhould not look upon 
e Afflicted as Enemies to Religion, or as more 
ricked than their more proſperous Neighbours, 
This is adding ſeverely to the Affliction, and be- 
mays the greateſt Ignorance of Things. For, 
erhaps, they are afflicted, becauſe God fees it is 
or their Benefit. And what it would be unjuſt 
Fo do to others, it would not be leſs unreaſonable 
vo do to our ſelves upon this Account. Let us not 
den think hardly —ç ſelves, or judge, that be- 
auſe we ſuffer more than others, we are greater 
inners than they, eſpecially when our Conſciences 
annot accuſe us of any habitual Wickedneſs. On 
de other hand, if, on obſerving the Proſperity 
if wicked Men, or the Troubles of the Righ- 
Irous, we find ſome Difficulties ariſing in our 
Ilinds concerning the Conduct. of W 
f D et 
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let us not ſuſpect our ſelves of Infidelity, pro- 
vided we do not reſt in any Concluſions diſho- 
nourable to the Almighty. You ſee that the 
beſt of Men have ſometimes been exerciſed with 
ſuch perplexing Thoughts. Let us endeavour to m- 
get rid of them in the ſame Manner they did, {a 
that is to ſay, by attending more carefully to me 
the final Iſſue of Things, and by conſidering Pe 
what may be offered in anſwer to theſe Difficu 0 
ties. che 


| 2. SINCE the Equity of the Conduct of God, fo 
where we are capable of examining it, approves nc 
itſelf the more by our Inquiries; and Things, bee 
which at firſt Sight looked unaccountable, ap- Ag 
pear perfectly regular on a cloſer Study; let but 
not cenſure the Ways of Providence, where, aſtef ¶ tak: 
our beſt Attention, they are now paſt finding for) 
out. Finite Minds cannot comprehend Infinity I be 
Eternity alone can be ſufficient to unfold the ber- 
- whole Scheme of the Divine Counſels. Undoubta 'n + 
edly it will be too early for us to expect a Sou on 
tion of all Difficulties in the preſent imperfe4F Knc 


State. It is enough for us to be aſſured, that wal] 9ug| 

{hall at laſt have a more perfect View of Things 

In the mean while let us endeavour to prepar A 

our ſelves for that better State, where we ſhall row 
this 


fee, not as now, through a Glaſs darkly, but Fad 
to Face; and where we ſhall know, not as here,! = bl 


tart only, but even as we are known, 3 
XP. 

Having fin med what I intended from th well 
Text, it is Time for me to ſay ſomething co has 
man 


cerning that melancholy Providence which di 
rected my Thoughts to the Choice of it; our Lo 


CESARE LURE 
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; of the late Reverend and Learned Mr. Simon 
mo- Brorone. 


with I cannorT ſpeak upon this Occaſion but under 
Ir to many Diſadvantages, of which this is not the 
did, MY kaſt, that my Acquaintance with him com- 
y to menced not till ſome Time after that unhappy 
g Period, in which it pleaſed the righteous Diſpoſer 
cul: 1 all Things to put an End to his Uſefulneſs in 

| Capacity of a.Miniſter. And had I had even 

me Happineſs of an earlier Knowledge of him, I 
Jod, hould notwithſtanding have thought the Cha- 
roves MY racter of ſo eminent a Perſon deſerved to have 
ings, been drawn by one much more equal to him in 
ap- Age and Abilities. Nor is it altogether unlikely 
et us but that ſomething of this Nature may be under- 
after taken by a more proper Perſon in another Audi- 
ding tory above. But in the mean time, it would, 
inity, U believe, be Matter of Surprize to every one 
4 the here, ſhould ſuch a Man be permitted to leave us 
oubrM in Silence; and indeed, it would be a Reflection 
Solu on us to have it ſaid, that ſo much Virtue and 
erfeck Knowledge died unlamented in a Place where it 
ought moſt of all to have been valued. 


at We 
aings | 1 MET, 
-epar Axp as the Benefit I have received from his 
- ſhall inſtructive Converſation, ſince my Reſidence in 


this Place, hath laid me under more particular 
Obligations to him, I ſhall, upon that Account 
allo (as well as in Compliance with your juſt 
Expectations) endeavour to diſcharge this Part as 
well as I can. For I had much rather, at any 
Time, have my Capacity brought in queſtion, 
than fall under the leaſt Suſpicion of Ingratitude. 
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IT will be needleſs in this Audience to fay any = 
thing of his Birth or Family: But, if I am not pe 


miſtaken, it will hereafter be accounted an Ho- ge 
nour to Shepton-mallet to have given Birth, and I I 
ſo many Years of Reſidence, to fo great a Man, the 


Here he laid the firſt Rudiments of Grammartical 

Learning (in which he afterwards ſo much ex- 
celled) under the Direction of your late vorty 
Paſtor, Mr. Cumming. From hence he remov 

to Bridgewater for the Benefit of Academical In- 
ſtruction, which he received from the late Rey, 

Mr. Moor. By the Advantage of uncommon 

Parts, and great Application, he ſoon became 
meet for his Maſter's Uſe ; and entred upon 
Preaching ſome Time before he was twenty Years 
of Age. Thoſe of the Judicious (who were Au— 
ditors of his earlieſt Performances) thought they 
tad no Reaſon to cenſure him for beginning too 
foon ; and an Aſpect grave and manly, as much 
beyond his Years as his Underſtanding, removed 
the uſual Prejudices of the Vulgar, and made 
him univerfally acceptable. e 15 "0 


TALENTS like theſe could not long be hid, and 
feldom fail of drawing Attention after them; and 
as God had bleffed him with Abilities much above 
the common Rate, ſo was he pleaſed to allot 
him two very eminent Stations for the exerting * 
them. Thefe were the Congregations of Prote- | 
ſtant Diſſenters at Portſmouth in Hampſhire, and 
at the Old Fewry in London; the one as conſidera- 
ble as moſt in the Country, and the other inferior 


to none in the City. 


AFTER | 
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AFTER what Manner he behaved in theſe im- 
portant Poſts, may beſt be collected from the 
general Eſteem and Affection which he found 
while he was in them; and the univerſal Concern 
that appeared in each, when they were conſtrained 
to reſign him. For as ſuch Seaſons are the trueſt 
Teſts of the Affection of a Congregation to their 
Miniſter ; ſo are they uſually the ſureſt Indica- 
tions of a Paſtor's Diligence and Conduct. 


Hx thought himſelf obliged to remove from 
Poriſmouth upon the probable Proſpect of a more 
extenſive Sphere of Uſefulneſs in the Metropolis. 
With how much Regret his former Charge parted 
with him, is well known, and may eaſily be ga- 
thered from thoſe pathetick Diſcourſes to them 
upon his Removal, which he afterwards publiſh» 
ed. They had however this Conſolation, that 
though he was in a Manner loſt to them, he was 
hot loſt to the Church. In this the People at the 
Old ZFewry were more unhappy z for when they 
were compell'd to relinquiſh him, there was little 
Proſpe& of his being any otherwiſe ſerviceable. 
To be deprived of a faithful and laborious Paſtor 
in the Flower of his Time, and ſee him laid aſide 
as uſeleſs, though living, was a double Affliction, 
And how greatly they were affected with it, the 
many Years they were content to remain unſettled 
in Hopes of his Recovery, and their uncommon 
Generoſity to him (uncommon I mean to moſt, 
but not unuſual to themſelves) when they were at 
laſt obliged to fill up the Vacancy, are ſenſible 
Evidences, | 
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Tux dark Providence, by which he was ren- 
dered incapable of exerciſing his Office, was a 
violent Shock, which his Imagination received 
ſoon after a complicated domeſtick Affliction “. 
This at firſt differed little from Diſtraction, but 
afterwards ſettled in a Melancholy, the moſt un- 
uſual that was perhaps ever known. It was this: 


HE imagined that Almighty God, by a ſingu- 


lar Inſtance of Divine Power, had, in a gradual 2? 


Manner, annihilated in him the thinking Sub- 
ſtance, and utterly diveſted him of Conſciouſneſs : 


That though he retained the human Shape, and 


the Faculty of Speaking, in a Manner that ap- 


red to others rational, he had all the while no 
more Notion of what he ſaid than a Parrot. And 
very conſiſtently with this he looked upon him- 
ſelf as no longer a moral Agent, a Subject of Re- 


ward or Puniſhment. In this Perſuaſion he per- 
ſiſted to the very laſt. He would own he had 


greatly been miſtaken in the Meaſure of the 


Conſumption God had been pleaſed to make in 
him, having imagined it had been compleated 


when it was not. But he was confident, that at 
length the thinking Powers were intirely taken 
from him; and nothing grieved him more, than 
that he could not perſuade others to think of 
him in the ſame Manner. He ſometimes con- | 


fidered this as a queſtioning his Veracity, which 
ſtill affected him in the tendereſt Manner. He 
often took great Pains, by the moſt ſolemn Aſſe- 


— 


* The Lois of a beloved Wife, and an only Son. 


verations, 
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verations, to remove ſuch an Imputation; and 
in one of the laſt Converſations IJ had with him, 
aſſerted the Sincerity of his Declarations concern- 
ing himſelf as with his dying Breath. At other 
Times, and in a more gloomy Hour, he would 
repreſent the Incredulity, which was manifeſted 
towards him, as a judicial Effect of the ſame 
Divine Power, that had occaſioned this ſtrange 
Alteration in him, as if God had determined to 
proceed againſt him in this Way, and would have 
no Application made in his Behalf. Upon this 
Account, for a long while, he was unwilling that 
any Prayers ſhould be made for him, which, he 
would ſay, could be warranted by nothing but a 
Faith in Miracles. 


YET, in the latter Part of his Time, he be- 
came deſirous of the Prayers of Chriſtians, pro- 
vided they would ſuppoſe it was poſſible for him 
to be in the Right, and repreſent his Caſe as it 
was; otherwiſe he ſaid it was not Praying for 
him. We were willing to interpret this ſmall 
Alteration as a favourable Symptom of his bein 
reſtored to himſelf before he died. But Heaven 
had determined otherwiſe. His Melancholy was 
of ſuch a Nature, as to give him leſs Trouble 
than ſome other Species of it. He had little or 
no Terror upon his Mind : He conſidered him- 
ſelf as one who, tho* he had little to hope, had 
no more to fear, and was therefore, for the moſt 
part, calm and compoſed ;3 and when the Con- 
verſation did not turn upon himſelf, as it was 
rational and generally very ſerious, ſo was it often 
very cheerful and pleaſant. What was moſt ex- 
traordinary in his Caſe, was this, that, excepting 

| the 
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the ſingle Point I have mentioned, on which the 
Diſtraction turned, his Imagination was not only 
more lively (which is leſs to be wondered at) bur, 
(in the Opinion of thoſe who knew him before, 
and ſince) his Judgement was even improved 
beyond what it was in his more flouriſhing 
Times. | 


TE Years of his Retirement (however un- 


comfortable to himſelf) were not ſpent idly or 


unprofitably. For ſome Time he amuſed himſelf | 
with tranſlating ſeveral Parts of the Antient Greek © 
and Latin Poets into _— Verſe. He com- 


poſed ſeveral little Pieces for the Uſe of Children, 
an Engliſ Grammar and Spelling- book, an Ab- 
ſtract of the Scripture Hiſtory, and a Collection 
of Fables, both in Metre. With great Labour 


he amaſſed together, in a ſnort Compaſs, all the 


Themes of the Greet and Latin Tongues; and 


compiled alſo a Dictionary to each of thoſe Works, 
in order to render the Learning of both thoſe 
Languages more eaſy and compendious. Not to 
mention many other Compoſitions. Of theſe | 


which I have already mentioned, none have yet 
appeared in publick. For the two laſt Years of 


his Life, he applied himſelf to the great Contro- | 


verſy of the Time, the Truth of Chriſtianity. 
And here he was happily prevailed with, to let 
the World enjoy the Benefit of his Labours. His 
firſt Piece on this Argument was written againſt 
one, who had taken great Pains ta repreſent the 
Hiſtory of our Saviour's Miracles in a ridiculous 
View. Mr. Browne conſidered carefully every 
Thing he had offered on three of theſe Miracles, 


that had the Appearance of Argument; and ma- 
naged 
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J raged the whole Controverſy in ſuch a Manner, 
Is to turn his own Weapons melt ſeverely back 
; I upon himſelf, and thereby to confirm the Truth 
, Mota 2 Obſervation of a noble Author, That 
| Ridicule, when ill placed, will always fall at laſt 
x vbere it deſerves, to him that improperly makes 
ue of it. The other and more conſiderable Pe- 
brmance was, an claborate Defence of Revela- 

- v0n,:againſt a graver and more ſubtle Adveriary, 

r cho had endeavoured to ſet aſide Revelation — 
f eles, under Pretence of vindicating che Per- 
e rction of Natural Religion, which notwichſtand- 
- Fig he had repreſented in a very defective Man- 
„ er. Some of the beſt Judges have thought this 
Defence ſuperior to moſt, and inferior ro anne, 

n chat have appeared on the lame Subject. | 


Iwi1LL only add what tends very much 4p 
greaten our Ideas of his Abilities, that bath theſe 
3 Works were drawn up by the Strength of his 
JJ tural Genius, or * the Fund of Knowledge 
ir had formerly laid in. For, during the whole 
Time of his Retirement, he enjoyed hardly any 
advantages from Books or Converſation. 


U and Health had been longer continued, 
e intended che ſettling the Scripture Notion of 
the Death of Chrilt as a propitiatory Sacrifice, 40 

have been his next Work. Bur in the mean time 
: Complication of Diſtempers, contracted by his 
ſedentary Late, (for he could not be prevaittd 
ous Erith to vic Exerciſe or Recreation) brought on 
ery I Mortification, which put a Period to all his 
les, ELlabours, in the fifty ſecond Year of his Ages, 
ma- Fad the tenth af his Affliction. | 

ged E T avs 
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Tus much, but in an imperfect Manner, of 
his Hiſtory. Indulge me a few Words concern- tal 
ing his Character, as a Scholar, a Divine, and a be 
Chriſtian. I need ſay but little on the firſt of om 
theſe Heads. From what hath been mentioned vas 
already, you will eafily perceive that Learning the 
had taken deep Root in him; or, to uſe the Lan- 
guage of a ſacred Writer, that he had applied bi II 
Heart to Underſtanding, and ſought for ber as for Nn h 
hid Treaſure. But it is fit I ſhould obſerve, that he ner 
was not more diligent in laying up Knowledge, Is h. 
than he was bountiful in b it to every ¶ pe 
ſincere Inquirer. I could ſpeak a great deal feel- 
ingly on this Point. But J forbear——” T's loſt. T 
His Knowledge was very extenſive. There was n C. 
ſcarce any Art or Science with which he had not vith 
ſome Acquaintance. Hardly could any Topick uffer 
be ſtarted on Affairs of a ſpeculative Nature, orWig t 
relating to common Life, but he was capable of aqui 
talking on it judiciouſly and knowingly : AndWrour | 
indeed, he had an admirable Talent of conducting ¶ ons 
a Converſation agreeably ; having a great Com nuch 
mand of Expreſſion, joined with uncommon AcWoolpe 
curacy, and the Art of enlivening it by manyMnould 
ſprightly Narrations. With a great Compaſs ofWDivin 
Learning he had none of the affected Airs of the: o. 
Pedant, or the ill-natur'd Critick. traretl 


As a Divine, he was fully inſtructed unto- th Hz 
Kingdom of Heaven, and could bring forth oubſcur, 
of his Treaſure, upon all Occaſions, Things newiffrera] 
and old. He underſtood Natural and Revealeqqhges o 
Religion well; and had a truer Notion of both 


than to ſuppoſe there was the leaſt Neceſſity 0 
| — advan 
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'F advancing the Credit of one, by detracting from 
che other. He was very earneſtly and impar- 
tially ſet upon the Purſuit of Truth; and whether 
| a de met with it in the beaten” Track, or, as it 
of ometimes happens, in leſs frequented Paths, it 
ied vas alike Welcome to him. And this is indeed 
ing ue true Freedom of Thought. ; 


bit IF he found he had been at any time deceived 
for In his Inquiries, he was as ready to quit his for- 
the ner Sentiments, when they appeared fallacious, 
ige, Is he was at firſt to entertain them, when they 
very ¶ ppeared under the Diſguiſe of Trutb. 


loſt. Troven he abhorred all kind of Wrangling 
was n Converſation, and knew very well how to del 
not vith ſuch kind of Diſputants, he could readily 
pick uffer his Tenets to be queſtioned, and was will- 
2, or ng to give a Reaſon of his Faith to every candid 
le of lnquirer. He could never believe that the Fa- 
our of Heaven was intailed on any Set of Opi- 
nons; and I have often heard him obſerve, how 
rauch juſter Notion the poor blind Man in the 
oſpel had of Divinity, than fome of thoſe who 
Would paſs under the Character of the greateſt 
WY Divines, when he concluded, that if any Man be 
Vorſbiper of God, and doth bis Will, bim be 


leareth. 


He was often very happy in giving Light to 
bſcure Texts of Scripture, and has left behind him 
Voeral valuable Criticiſms on ſome difficult Paſ- 

wes of St. Paul's Epiſtiles. i 
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His Sermons, (ſome of which have appeared in 
the World) were a prudent” Application to the 
Earn 49d AT lons of his Autience by a © 
ppy Mixture of, Reafon, and Oratory, I fpeak © 
to many who were well acquainted with His com- 
mon Method of Preaching, arid who have teſtified 
their Approbation of it, as well as the inexhauſti- 
ble Copiouſneſs and Fervöur of his Prayers: and * 
1 hope they have felt the Benefit of them. He l 
fooked upon the exphaining and confirming che © 
Evidence of ſacred Truth. as a_ufeful Employ- © 
ment. But, after all, Practical Religion Was near E 
eſt his Heart. He was ſenſible that numberleſ F 
rrors in Judgement might conſiſt with Sincerity, * 
but that though a Man had all Knowledge, aud 
all Faith, without Charity, a ſincere Love to 
God and Man, he was nothing, He was Ing 
that Men ſhould underſtand the true Nature an 
Evideuce. of their Religion aright : but he wat 
much more earneſt to enforce on them the Prac: 
rice of it, MY 


Tun will move filly appear, when the Clol 
6 Ris laſt Work folic i 4 moving Addreſs 10 


Cre of alt Orders and Denominations, tt 

recommend their Religion by their Lives) fl an) 
be made publick, As the former Work may | ; 
konſtered & Ru dying Attſtation to the Trut bh 
of ChrMimanity'; ſo this latter may de looked uo Ing, 


£5 arr Oratiom from the Dead; to quicker th 
Chriſtian World to their Pury. F hope the Put 


lication of it, eſpecially to thoſe that knew hin 
WI 


1 —— 
of PROVIDENCE. 29 


will be rendered more __ ap tliss r 
ſtance F. 


Twaikeis me to O fay. fomerhing of his Cha- 
racter e re | 


T#xoven he-Narure of bisDiftempen w was zo ſuch, 
that it would hardly allow him to reckom hims 
felf ca e of any Acts of Pietry, yet it was eady 
to obſerve, that he always retained a lively Senſe 
of the Divine Being on his Mind, and frequently 
expreſſed: it in devout Prayer of Which the 
Families in which he lived: were often Witneſſes. 
He abhorred alk Sorts of Fraud and Hypocriſy, 
and had learned of the Apoſtle Pan, to remumee 
tht hidden Things of' Difboneſty, not. walking in Craf+ 
tineſt, nor handling” the Word of God deeenfully,. but 
in ile Manifeſt ation of the' Truth, commending bim - 
fei th every Man's Conjaience in the Sight of God, 
Sucht was his Love of Rectitude, that he could 
not bear the leaſt: Deviation from ſtrict Right 
upon any Conſideratiou whatſoever. He eſteem d 
the doing Evil that Good may come, as the worſt 
Maxim in the World. 


H was 4 fincere and hearty Friend, He 
could never bring kinvelf ro profeſs a Value for 
any Perſon where he really had none: He diſtin- 

HW d- the Friend from the Flatterer; and would 

ave friade' a better Fi in thoſe Days, when 
Integrity was e efſemial to Friendſhip, 
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than in a Time, when Faithfulneſs and -Politeneſs 
are conſidered as incompatible. His Conjugal 
Affection you may gather from what has been 
hinted at already. He was equally a kind and 
tender Parent: Bur he did not think that. Rela- 
tion was to obliterate all others. His filial Piety 
and brotherly Love were peculiarly exemplary. 
In a Word, He was Religious without Enthu- 
ſiaſm; Zealous without Opry 4 and Learned 
withour eras A 5 


: ae much for his Character, on which, Tam 

rſuaded, all that knew him will acknowledge 
there has been nothing ſaid beyond the Life. A 
perfect Example of Virtue we can only learn 
from our Lord. Particular Inſtances of it we 
may borrow from thoſe various Meaſures of 
Grace which he has conferr'd upon his Servants, 
diſtributing to each his peculiar Talents: Their 
Example we are to follow, even as they followed 
Chriſt, and no farther: And with this View I 
have ſet before —_— the Character above men. 


tioned. 


AND now, for what Reaſons it pleaſed * 
Almighty to lay ſo ſevere an Hand upon his Ser- 
vant, and render ſo many excellent Talents, with 
which he had endow'd him in a great Meaſure, 
uſeleſs; this, I ſay, is one of thoſe Myſteries of 
Providence which we cannot expect to unfold till 
we come to the Land of Knowledge. But how- 
ever, we may talk of thy Fudgements, Righteous art 
thou, O Lord, when we plead with thee! That 


thou haſt done it, who doſt all Things wiſely, is 
8 to 
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to us a much ſurer Argument that it was 
and juſt, than the Difficulties with which it is 


attended in our narrow Apprehenſions, can be an 


Argument of the contrary. We may be de- 
ceived: But thou canſt never err; Good is the 
Will of the Lord ! It is fo in itſelf; and with 
reſpect to the Righteous, it is univerſally ſo ; for 
we know that all Things work together for Good to 
them that love God. I am verily perſuaded, that 
our deceaſed Friend was of this Character, and 
that how grievouſly ſoever God afflicted him, it 
was in much Faithfulneſs; For whom the Lord 
loveth, be chaſteneth. This the Sctipture tells us. 
But IIl- nature and Uncharitableneſs uſually give a 
different Turn to ſuch Misfortunes. What hap- 
pens amiſs to our ſelves, we are content enough 
ſhould paſs under the Notion of a Fatherly Cha- 
ſtiſement; but if any Misfortune, more than 
common, befalls our Neighbours, it can be no- 
thing better than a Judgement. But I need not 
ſtay to expoſe this cenſorious Temper : He, of 
whom I have been ſpeaking, has himſelf done it 
ſufficiently, in a Diſcourſe on thoſe Words of 
our Lord, (Luke xiii. 4, 5.) Think ye that they 
were Sinners above all Men that dwelt in Jeruſalem ? 


I tell you, Nay: but except ye repent, ye ſhall all 


likewiſe periſh. Which Diſcourſe he publiſhed not 
long before he fell under the uncommon Diſorder 
I have deſcribed. There have been many excel- 
lent Sermons that have appeared on that Text from 
the moſt eminent Preachers. But in the Opinion 
of the Judicious, he has cultivated the Argument 
in a Manner not inferior to any that have gone 


before him. 


Nor 
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Norwir nsr AN DIN, there is a Uſe to be 
made of ſuch extraordinary Inſtances, very con- 
ſiftent with Charity, and uſeful to Mankind: a. 
Though no Man knows the Love or Hatred of g 
God by any of theſe Things, yet they ſerve co 
make his Power known, and call upon us to 
adore it. S 


Ovx Friend was wont to repreſent the Matter this 
zin this View : And though he oonſidered his Caſe | 
as one of the greateſt Diſkeulries in the moral Pro- 
vidence of God, he conſtantly repreſented it aas a 
Demonſtration of the Natural. For, according 
to his own Account of Things, he was a living 
Monument how far the Power of the Deity Y: 
could extend itſelf in deſtroying its Workman- © 
MFip. But to take the Matter as it was, it is un- 
doubtedly a Proof of the Divine Power, For, 
ſurely, to continue the rational Faculties as it 
vere entire, but to diveſt a Creature in his on 
Imagination of the Senſe of them, which was in 
ſome meaſure the preſent Cafe, is not a leſs Am 
of Power than the actual Deſtruction of theſe ind 
Faculties. Great and marvellous are thy Works, ſelve: 
O Lord God Almighty ! Juft and true are thy 
Ways, O King of Saints! Now, as when all Y Br 
buman Power and Wealth are at any Time te- that 
markably rendered ufelefs and vain, it is an In- ande 
ſtruction to the rich Man, not to glory in his IF yond 
Riches ; and to the mighty Man, not to glory in age t 
his Strength: So, from fuch an Inſtance as we Stock 

have had before us, we may deduce this farther 
Caution, Let not the wiſe Man glory in his Hiſdons. 
For 


eee ide 


3 


For how dieth.the wise Man? 2 

how ,many Ways is it to be conceived, that his 
e I Wiſdom tnay even die hefore him? Let him there- 
8 fore that Zloriet) » glory in this only, that he under- 
de and abel 'the Lord, who exercyſeth Lov- 
Te Tidgengy and Righjeniſpes ih the 
o I Farth.” For in theſe Things the delights. 
9 e 


Il mvsT not conclude without a Word of Con- 
{I vlation to thoſe more immediately affected by 
II this Stroke, eſpecially you, who by this Provi- 
lence are rendered compleat Orphans. Tour 
I Loſs is certainly very great, as every one will 
I conclude from ou 1 bg a—_— The 
A more minen ur Father was diſtinguiſh'd 
N Nel en arid Well Knowledge, The 
is your Affliction, in being deprived of one, 
'F whoſe Life might have been very ſerviceable to 
you in both Reſpects. However, you muſt not 
JF forrow as without Hope, nor ſo as to forget that 
comfortable Declaration of the Spirit; Bleſſed 
re the Dead that die in the Lord, for they reſt 
Jom their Labours, and their Works do follow 
em. This Bleſſedneſs he now partakes of; 
and therefore, however you may weep for your 
Alves, you have no Cauſe to weep for him. 


Bes1Des, it may be ſome Conſolation to you, 
that while he lived, he was uſeful in the World, 
and bas left behind him a-Reputaty ee * 
—1 what is common. It will be an Advan- 
tage to you to have been deſcended from ſuch a 
Stock; for a good Man leaveth an Inheritance 
to his Children, Let his * animate you 
| | do 
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(Ws 


to your Duty; then ſhall the Bleſſings of x 
Covenant deſcend upon you: The Eternal Gat 
will not be aſhamed to be called your Father 
His Preſence will make amends for every Frien 
on Earth you can be bereaved. of. May he b 
your Guide through the World, and your Pay 


tion for ever. Amen.” 
\ - £ * 


